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Stonehaven and District Men’s Shed Newsletter for 14/10/2021 
 
There was a good turnout this week to progress our community project 
supporting the Mill o’ Forest Primary School’s new polytunnel. Davie Ross 
also led the team to rectify the problematic waste pipe from the Shed social 
area toilets with rodding points. The shedders also welcomed Dr. Keith 
Stewart as he gave a talk on DNA and its use to confirm genealogy. 
Reindeer, snowmen and sleds are gathering in the Hobby Room and on the 
bench usually used by Bill Emslie. 
Secretary Douglas Knox celebrated a special birthday recently and thanks 
the shedders for their card and all the good wishes expressed in the card. 
 
 
Should any member require support during this current period, or perhaps 

just a chat, they should contact any member of the Shed Welcome Team. 

Douglas Knox 07533 886391 

Andy Lorimer 07756 401675 

Bert Butchart 07730 231206 

Bill Allan 07703 502279 

Remember you can talk with the Duty Safety Supervisor in the Shed 
by calling 01569 785617 at any time during Shed opening hours.         

 
 

In the Newsletter this week, apart from the usual K&M sources of support, 
we have the SMSA Shed of the year award (where our Shed is on the short 
list), an invitation to help spend £1.8 million on sports facilities for Stoney, 
shedders’ activities including quizzing, Police Scotland advice on safeguarding 
homes and property, “Where is it?”, and something to make you smile. 
 
 
Shed of the Year Award: 
Vote for your Shed! 
Share this invitation with your family, friends, Facebook friends, and anyone 
else you can think of that would vote for your Shed - every vote counts!! 
“Dear Bill, 
Thank you for taking the time to submit your application for the SMSA 
‘Scottish Men’s Shed of the Year’ Awards 2021. 
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This year, the SMSA Board of Trustees ‘blind judged’ the applications, 
meaning that all references to names, areas, regions, partners etc were 
removed.   
  
I am delighted to inform you that Stonehaven and District Men’s 
Shed has been shortlisted as one of the top five finalists and we will 
now open up to the public vote until midnight on Sunday 17th October 2021. 
Please encourage your family and friends, Shedders and supporters to vote 
for your Shed at www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SotY2021Vote. Last 
year, our front runner changed several times so every vote really does count. 
The winner and two runners-up will be announced at the virtual awards 
event on Thursday 4th November 2021.  The winner will receive the 
esteemed targe trophy – designed and collectively created by the SMSA and 
several Sheds - to display at their Shed for a year on top of a cash prize and 
other goodies from our partners.  
  

The Awards Event 
The awards event will take place virtually on Zoom again this year and will 
coincide with the SMSA’s Annual General Meeting on Thursday 4th 
November 2021 from 10am-1pm.  Booking is essential, so please ensure 
your Trustees and members have registered to attend at 
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/AGMregistration2021.  
  

Kind regards,” 
  

Michelle Wibrew 
Communications & PR Officer 
Scottish Men's Sheds Association 
 
 

Picture Framing Coaching: 
Alister Reid has donated picture framing machinery, 
card and framing. Not content with his gift to the Shed 
he also offered to hold coaching sessions so that the 
shedders could learn the safe operation of the 
equipment. If you would like to take part and be 
deemed competent to operate the machinery let Andy 
know or just sign up in the Shed. 
The glass cutting table with the card cutter has been set 
up in the loft. 

 
 

http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SotY2021Vote
http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/AGMregistration2021
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How would you spend £1.8 Million on infrastructure for sports and 
leisure in Stonehaven: PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING. 

This is the process where the population 
of Stonehaven can get involved in 
deciding how this money can be spent. 
You can scan the QR code in the Shed or 
visit https://bit.ly/LLApb 
 

 
 

The Belvedere quiz has restarted: 
The Shed team has achieved a worthy second place for the two weeks since 
the quiz restarted. Next week Treasurer Tom Hannan will set the questions, 
but don’t count on him dropping any hints! The prize money won by the team 
has been donated to the Shed funds. 
 
 

 
Portrait painting classes: 
Paul Ralph has been approached to start portrait painting classes. He has 
put up a poster in the Shed please indicate on the poster if you want to join 
in. The classes will start on 4th November after the shedders have enjoyed 
their filled rolls. 

 
 

The Scottish Men’s Shed Association (SMSA) 
publishes a newsletter too. Trustee Wally 
Burnett has set up a web page on our website 
for these and will upload the new one each 
time it is posted. 

SMSA Newsletters are available in their 
Resource Library for individual members to 
access, once logged in. If you are not a 
member it’s as easy to join the SMSA as it is to 
join the Stonehaven Men’s Shed (SDMS), and 

the joining fee is the same – no charge      .   

  

https://bit.ly/LLApb
https://www.stonehavenmensshed.co.uk/scottish-shedder-magazine/
https://scottishmsa.org.uk/individual-membership-application/
https://bit.ly/LLApb
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Sing: 
Shedder Paul Ralph led the Shed singers on Thursday morning as usual. 
The singers meet in the Shed every Thursday. Come and join us, it’s fun! 
The shedders continue to learn the words of “Ellon Market”. This week they 
sang the whole song, and the final four verses are below: 
CHORUS: 
Wi an iree irity, iree adie, iree irity ae 
 

Tae thrash his corn and ploo his land 
Our wages were but sma 
Jist thirteen pound pey’d all our fees 
The day we cam awa 
 

And fan the breakfast hoor cam roon 
One brose caup served us a 
An oor maister he sat doon we us 
And the brose caup he did claw 
 

But noo the warlds turned upside doon 
Wi maisters, men an a  
At ilka toon there’s a threshing mill 
An some o them hae twa 
 

There’s horses mills and water mills 
And steam mills best o a 
They thresh the corn and they fill the sack 
And blaw the cawf awa 
 

Paul intends to broaden the repertoire to include a Christmas carol. Please 
give Andy your choice as the default carol would be “I saw Three Ships a 
Sailing” due to already having two sea shanties. 
 
 

Mill o’ Forest Polytunnel News:  
Duncan Cursiter reports that the Shed has access to the polytunnel during 

the school holidays. 
The plan is to do some 
more digging for the 
outside water barrels 
next week, depending 

on weather. We also need to source some 
pallets to build a raised platform for the inside 
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barrels, and source some chuckies are required for outside barrels 
soakaway.   
 

Slabs were laid outside the polytunnel door and work continued with the 
guttering for the water collecting facilities. The team is keen to progress 
building the long table on the right side. If you want to help with labour or 
materials then contact Andy or speak to Duncan in the Shed. 
 
 

DNA in Genealogy and solving Family History: 
This was the title of a talk given by Dr. Keith Stewart. 
Keith and his wife Lorraine are genealogists, and Lorraine is a Professional 
Genealogist and Researcher. An issue arose when they researched Keith’s 
family tree, his great grandfather’s name did not appear on the records. The 
census showed that his great grandmother worked on a farm along with a 
young man. Later the local Kirk records show his great grandmother hauled 
up before the Kirk Session for her conduct. It was a good guess who the 
father was! How to prove it? 
People may remember the investigtion of a King buried in a car park in 
Leicester. The skeleton showed a severe deformity of the spine but many 
monks were buried there, so how to prove it was King Richard 3rd. 
Descendants of King Richard were traced and offered DNA samples. The Y 
DNA from the male line proved that it was the king. 
Keith had his DNA tested and found out that he was not related to the kings 
of Scotland but the Kings of Ireland, but when he searched for the DNA from 
the descendants of the farm worker. He found a match and was able to 
complete his family tree. In the process he has discovered many relatives 
overseas. 
The family history was solved by Genealogy and DNA. This was a fascinating 
talk and Keith was given a warm round of applause by the shedders. 
 
 
Advice from Police Scotland on protecting your home and property: 
“Good Morning 
Police Scotland are launching our annual national 'After Dark' campaign on 
Monday 11th October 2021.  The campaign will run until Monday 25th 
October 2021 and is designed to raise awareness around home security. 
 

In particular we are reminding homeowners to make their home appear 
occupied during the early evenings as the darker nights set in. 
 

A house that looks unoccupied can become a target for criminals. 
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There are some simple things a householder can do 
to make their home less of a target.  These include 
ensuring windows and doors are locked, fitting outside 
security lighting and using timer switches on some 
internal lights. 
I have attached an advice leaflet which provides some 
useful hints and tips around home security. 
As a valued partner, it would be greatly appreciated if 
you could assist us by circulating the advice leaflet and 
helping to spread the message within your 
organisation - reminding your staff and/or 
customers/clients to think about their home security.”  

 
 
Something to make you smile: 

 
 

 
Thanks to a regular contributor 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The K&M information site: 
The site contains both local and government information and access to 

resources and can be accessed 
from this link.  As active 
members of the K&M Wellbeing 
Network, the Shed receives 
updates on new Shire initiatives. 
Click Live Life Aberdeenshire 
to get the latest information and 
posts.  
The Latest K&M Wellbeing 

Network information can be seen at the Kincardine & Mearns Welfare and 
Wellbeing Network. 
 

https://www.stonehavenmensshed.co.uk/odds-and-sods/
https://kandmcommunities.com/
https://kandmcommunities.com/
https://kandmcommunities.com/2020/12/22/kincardine-and-mearns-welfare-wellbeing-network/
https://kandmcommunities.com/2020/12/22/kincardine-and-mearns-welfare-wellbeing-network/
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The vice chairman attended a Zoom meeting on 
COVID: Community testing and 
vaccination: 
For the latest information on COVID and other 
health related issues, just click on the link below: 
https://www.hi-netgrampian.org/aberdeenshire-
community-covid-19-tool-box/ 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 Dates for your diary: 
04/11/2021 Hot filled rolls in the Shed 
06/11/2021 Farmers’ Market (Volunteers are required - contact Andy) 
11/11/2021 Dr. Andrew Orr of the Montrose 

Heritage Society talks on a stolen 
Nazi flying boat and fishing boat 
“Thistle”; both arrived in 
Stonehaven during the last world 
war. 
Model courtesy of our “Banksie” 

16/12/2021 Christmas lunch, Station Hotel 
 

 
 

Last week’s Where is it?:  

Barnard Castle! 

 

 

 

https://www.hi-netgrampian.org/aberdeenshire-community-covid-19-tool-box/
https://www.hi-netgrampian.org/aberdeenshire-community-covid-19-tool-box/
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This week “Where is it?”: If you want to know more about “Overlord” let 
Andy know and he will see about a speaker. 

 

 

Although you are currently registered to receive this document you may 
Unsubscribe if you no longer wish to do so. 

mailto:Unsubscribe@StonehavenMensShed.co.uk?subject=Please%20UNSUBSCRIBE%20me%20from%20the%20Newsletter.

