
  
 

Page 1 of 7 
 

Stonehaven and District Men’s Shed Newsletter for 14/07/2022 
The Shed continues to be busy with volunteers helping out at the Beer 

Festival, along with the annual Folk Festival having just taken place with 

Shedders taking an active part in cooking breakfasts for the campers. A big 

thank-you to Bob Stirling and Raymond Penny for managing the tented 

village and the camper-van parking. Meantime, in the workshop, the 

community projects continue with George McKinnon and Paul Tosh busy 

making picnic tables. 

The Shed is now open for five mornings a week, Monday to Friday from 09:00 

to 12:30. Come along for a tea or coffee and a biscuit. 

The Shed is well ventilated with extraction fans in the social area and 

workshop. There is also a CO2 monitor in the social area. Should any 

member require support during this current period, or perhaps just a chat, 

they should contact any member of the Shed Welcome Team. 

Douglas Knox 07533 886391 

Andy Lorimer 07756 401675 

Bert Butchart 07730 231206 

Bill Allan 07703 502279 
 

Remember you can talk with the Duty Safety Supervisor in the Shed 
by calling 01569 785617. 
 
 
First a message from chairman Bill Allan: 
“Chairmans Note” 
There has been a tremendous amount of work gone into activities in the 
community over the past few weeks with the Feein’ Market, the Farmers 
Market and, last weekend, the Folk Festival.  
In addition to this we have recently carried out the following work for the 
community: -  
• new planters for the station,  

• new planters and bench for “Bill’s corner” on the boardwalk,  

• further work for the golf club on sand boxes,  

• work for Rotary for the Platinum jubilee,  

• a shoe bench for the Haven,  

• renovation of chairs for Cornerstone,  

• upgrade of a picture for Friends of the Pool, and,  
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• the current work to provide picnic benches for Macphie’s at Inverbervie. 

All this effort from our shedders is very much appreciated by fellow members 
and by the community as we see from feedback on social media. 
The next challenge is for the Town’s attempt to be recognised in the Beautiful 
Scotland competition in August so please come along and help out on this 
and other projects, which are constantly being initiated, as it gives great self-
satisfaction to get involved in something which we do together and which 
benefits our community. 
Bill continues to be disappointed with the delay in the installation of the 
draughts facility in the square. We had expressed our unwillingness to install 
this facility in the area, as it is at present, due to the state of the paving. The 
Council are now considering a plan to renovate the whole paved area along 
the lines of the North end of the building, so until we know if that plan is 
approved, we have agreed to put our installation on hold. 
 
 

Stonehaven Folk Festival & Stonehaven Men’s Shed 
A Campsite And An Alcohol-Free Zone: 
A report by treasurer Tom Hannan. 
So you read the above and put all the pertinent bites together “Folk Fest, 
Shed, campsite, alcohol free, hmmm…..not necessarily synonymous, but by 
the same token, not mutually exclusive. 
 

Bob Stirling is our “go to” guy and had maintained the contacts when the 
Folk Festival ‘22 decided they were going ahead this year after a near 3-year 
hiatus.   Bob asked for volunteers 
to assist with the planning and 
facilitation of the campsite.   
Shedders who’d assisted at 
previous festivals were only too 
happy to step up to the mark and 
Bob put together, and guided, a 
team of keen helpers, with 
representation across all areas of 
expertise, from cooking to 
plumbing.   Raymond Penny put 
his caravan on the site entrance 
as the “reception area”. Arrangements had to made, working with 
Aberdeenshire Council, and other interested parties, to make the McRobert 
Pavilion, in the town’s Mineralwell Park, available for use as both a cooking 
and ablution/toilet area (not necessarily in the same room you understand?) 



  
 

Page 3 of 7 
 

and for areas to be assigned for the pitching of tents and hardstanding for 
caravans and mobile homes etc as well as the supply of potable water direct 
to tap outlets around the site. 
 

The team started working on 
the physical aspects of the 
campsite, marking, water 
supply, etc., on Wednesday 
the 8th, with Bob and other 
Shed members pulling the 
logistics chain together for the 
supply of cleaning materials, 
hosing, food, beverages and 
the necessary disposable 
dining materials in to ensure 
all our ducks were in a row at 
the breakfast bar.  

The team working on the exterior campsite requirements ensured there was 
a ready water supply to areas of the campsite and that areas were clearly 
marked/barriered to ensure camper safety. 
 

As of Sunday the 17th of July the campsite was still running efficiently and 
effectively with the last brekkies being served on Monday morning. So, that’s 
the campsite sorted oot. 
 

An Alcohol-Free Zone! Working with Aberdeenshire Alcohol & 
Drug Partnership the Trustees had agreed that they would 
free up the Shed’s social area to enable a family friendly and 
drug/alcohol free environment for the enjoyment of those who 
wished to use it. 
 

Tom Hannan adopted the role of “eh’m in charge” and, helped 
by the lugubrious Bert Butchart, ensured that the social area 
was free of impediment, and that the workshop was sealed 
off and ready to go on the Saturday morning. This meant ensuring 
comfortable seating was set out in a sort of “in the round” format to ensure 
easy access, etc.   The Shed was also going to provide beverages in the shape 
of tea, coffee and soft drinks. Home bakes were brought in by the organisers. 
 

The session kicked off around 10:30 with a ukulele workshop for “strummers” 
of various capabilities. It was interesting for me to be there and be an outsider 
looking in. In the collage below you will see our own Mike McInally strumming 
away (happy, bearded face) as well as a father with his wee lassie who joined 
in the session also. 
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At 12:00 the musicians started arriving for the session, timed to go on ‘til 
16:00 and, once the music started, the footfall through the Shed increased 
significantly.   We had a young family from Northern California who played 
fiddles, guys from Durham with flutes, local musicians with guitar, boxes, 
accordion, banjo, etc. All 
the time as the music 
ebbed and flowed the 
crowd in the Shed was 
ever changing and some 
young people took to 
dancing with their 
children. The session 
started with 6 musicians 
and ended up with 14 of 
them, all geein’ it laldy. I 
think halfway though we 
had about 8 musicians 
and possibly an audience 
of 25+ - an eclectic mix of age ranges and experience/knowledge.   I’d say 
that perhaps 150-200 people passed through the Shed throughout the day, 
some staying for a song or two and others choosing to stay longer. 
 

The tea and coffee station was kept very busy, along with the water and 
diluted drinks, and the public were appreciative in their praise and behaviour. 
 

On closing down after the last stramash, I was approached by various 
musicians and members of the public who expressed their appreciation to the 
Shed for allowing this to happen (as one musician said, “canna be daein’ wi’ 
the trachle o’ dragging through pubs..”) and asking us to put an entry in our 
calendar for next year.    Looks like the tea and coffee wisna’ a’ that bad……. 
 

Editor, “A great time was had by all”. 
 
 
Yoga sessions: have been well supported but in order to prevent 
interruptions to these sessions some changes have to be made. The yoga will 
start at 13:00. This will allow setting up time for the social area and plenty of 
time for the workshop users to leave at 12:30. The board looked at the current 
activities that take place on Thursdays and a decision was made to move the 
Speaker to the first Friday in the month; as this is normally a quiet day for 
attendances, Bacon Rolls will be served (which, we’re sure, will boost 

attendances     ). 
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Polytunnel news: 
Duncan Cursiter reports that due to the current dry weather he has been 
busy topping up the planters outside the Shed to stop them drying out. The 
planters need to look their best for the Beautiful Scotland judges on the 
8th of August. 
 

 
3D printing Instruction: 
The Shed has a 3D printer and it is currently underused. The Shed is inviting 
members who are interested in using this versatile equipment to take an 
online course. If you are interested just let Andy know (Ctrl/click the link). 
 

 
Data Protection Officer (DPO) Wally Burnett has provided this useful 
article: 
Scam Alert Website Launched: 
A website has been launched to help keep internet users safe from fraud 
online. “Get Safe Online” (Ctrl/click to follow link) has partnered with Cifas, 
the UK’s leading fraud prevention service, to launch “Check-a-Website” (this 
is an additional page at Get Safe Online, but set up differently so there’s less 
data to wade through before you enter the website URL on the first page – 
both have further support that is worth looking into). 
The feature will let users check if a website is safe to use before accessing it 
and is expected to prevent thousands of people in the UK falling victim to 
online scams every year. 
Criminals are increasingly turning to the Internet to target victims, with 
malicious and spoofed websites becoming more sophisticated.  
The latest data from Cifas revealed that there was a 43 per cent increase in 
cases involving identity fraud filed to the National Fraud Database in the first 
three months of this year compared to the same period last year, with 9 in 10 
instances of identity fraud taking place online. 
There are a number of other sites which allow checks to be made on websites, 
but most of them are quite convoluted in their approach, whereas with “Get 
Safe Online” or “Check-a-Website” you simply have to type in the address of 
the website you want to check and their results will appear within seconds. It 
uses an algorithm to provide a trust score based on more than 40 data 
sources. 
  
 
 

mailto:Andy.Lorimer@StonehavenMensShed.co.uk?subject=3D%20Printing%20Instruction
https://www.getsafeonline.org/
https://www.getsafeonline.org/checkawebsite
https://www.getsafeonline.org/
https://www.getsafeonline.org/
https://www.getsafeonline.org/checkawebsite
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Electronic model making kit: 
 
 
Folks, in the hobby room there 
are two cupboards full of 
electronic parts for remote 
controlled models. These, along 
with a big box of Balsa wood, 
are calling out for modellers. If 
you are interested in making a 
remotely controlled model, talk 
to Andy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The K&M information site: 
The site contains both local and 
government information and access to 
resources and can be accessed from this 
link.  As active members of the K&M 
Wellbeing Network, the Shed receives 
updates on new Shire initiatives. Click Live 
Life Aberdeenshire to get the latest 
information and posts.  

The Latest K&M Wellbeing Network information can be seen at the Kincardine 
& Mearns Welfare and Wellbeing Network. 
 
 
Dates for your diary: 
21/07/2022 YOGA – new time 13:00 
05/08/2022 Bacon Rolls 
05/08/2022 Speaker to be announced 
08/08/2022 Beautiful Scotland judging 
 

mailto:Andy.Lorimer@StonehavenMensShed.co.uk?subject=Remote%20Controlled%20Models
https://kandmcommunities.com/
https://kandmcommunities.com/
https://kandmcommunities.com/
https://kandmcommunities.com/
https://kandmcommunities.com/2020/12/22/kincardine-and-mearns-welfare-wellbeing-network/
https://kandmcommunities.com/2020/12/22/kincardine-and-mearns-welfare-wellbeing-network/
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Something to make you smile! 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to a regular contributor 
 

 

 

 

Last time, Where is it? -  Drum Castle (with Daniel under the arch) 

 

 

 
 

This Time - another Castle! (You may need to test your eyesight to drive here!) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although you are currently registered to receive this document you may 
Unsubscribe if you no longer wish to do so. 

mailto:Unsubscribe@StonehavenMensShed.co.uk?subject=Please%20UNSUBSCRIBE%20me%20from%20the%20Newsletter.

